Abstract: Typha orientalis C. Presl (Typhaceae) is recorded for the first time from the Kashmir Himalaya, India.and for the first time in the entire Indian sub-continent. A detailed taxonomic description and photographs of the diagnostic characters are provided to facilitate its identification in the field. Also provided are diagnostic characters used to distinguish T. orientalis C. Presl from T. latifolia L.
Typha L. (Typhaceae), or cattails, includes 10 to 15 species and comprises highly productive aquatic weeds (Boyd 1971) and rapid colonizers of disturbed or newly formed wetlands (Steinbachova-Vojtiskova et al. 2006 ). The genus is widely distributed in temperate and tropical regions of the Northern and Southern Hemispheres, existing on all continents except Antarctica (Smith 1987; Kim 2002) .
In the Indian subcontinent, four species of Typha (T. angustata Bory & Chaub., T. elephantina Roxb., T. javanica Schnizl. and T. laxmannii Lepech.) have been reported (Hooker 1893). Saha (1968) reported 4 species from India, which include T. angustata, T. elephantina, T. latifolia and T. laxmannii, of which the first two occur throughout India while the other two are restricted to Kashmir, Punjab, Deccan and probably Gujarat. Cook (1996) T. elephantina, and T. laxmannii) from the whole of the former Jammu and Kashmir. Kak (1990) reported 3 species (T. angustata, T. elephantina, and T. laxmannii) from Kashmir Himalaya, India.
While carrying out botanical surveys in the Kashmir Valley, full blooming specimens of Typha species were collected from the Ganderbal (1,590 m above sea level [a.s.l.]), Gadura (1,590 m a.s.l.), Nigeen Lake (1,595 m a.s.l.), Sundoo (1605 m a.s.l.), Awantipora (1,600 m a.s.l.), Ahansar wetland (1,585 m a.s.l.) Narbal (1,603 m a.s.l.), Shalbugh wetland (1,590 m a.s.l.), Wular Lake (1,645 m a.s.l.). After critical examination of morphological characters, the specimens were identified as Typha orientalis C. Presl. Study of the relevant taxonomic literature (Hooker 1893; Kaul and Zutshi 1967; Stewart 1972; Kak 1990; Cook 1996] revealed that this species is previously unreported from India. Therefore, this report represents the first record of Typha orientalis C. Presl for the flora of India. A detailed taxonomic description and photographs of diagnostic characters of this species are given here to facilitate its identification in the field and also to validate this new record for India.
Typha orientalis is distributed in China (Anhui,Guangdong, Guizhou, Hebei, Heilongjiang, Henan, Hubei, JiangsuJiangxi, Jilin, Liaoning, Nei Mongol, Shaanxi, Shandong, Shanxi, Taiwan,Yunnan, Zhejiang), Japan, Korea, Mongolia, Myanmar, Philippines, Russia, Australia and now India (Kashmir Himalaya).
The study site was in the Kashmir Valley, situated in northern fringe of the Indian sub-continent between 33°22′ N and 34°50′ N and 073°55′ E and 073°33′ E (Figure 1) , covering an area of ca. 16,000 km Ahansar; 3, Ganderbal; 4, Gadura; 5, Shalbugh; 6, Narbal; 7, Nigeen Lake Latpora; 8, Awantipora; 9, Sundoo).
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Check List | www.biotaxa.org/cl Volume 11 | Number 2 | Article 1567 2 several regional revisions have tried to establish taxonomic boundaries between taxa based on morphological traits (Saha 1968; Cook 1980; Sharma and Gopal 1980; Bokhari 1983; Finlayson et al. 1985; Kuehn and White 1999; Hamdi and Assadi 2003, Kim et al. 2003) . Other revisions have focused on particular species complexes (Kuehn et al. 1999) or correct taxonomic identification of various species of the genus (Sharma and Gopal 1980) . Morphologically, Typha orientalis appears similar to T. latifolia because the male and female parts of the inflorescence in both the species are not separated; both species are ebracteolate. Based on the distinguishing characters of the two species (Table  1) , both T. orientalis and T. latifolia occur in Kashmir Himalaya.
In Kashmir Himalaya, the bewildering taxonomy of the genus Typha may be resolved in the future by molecular studies. 
